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Thanks!

The Organisers of Many Gods West would like to thank Radiance
Herbs&Massage for their kind donation, which was used to help fund

attendees in need of assistance.

We'd also like to extend deep gratitude to the Kami tended by the Tsubaki
Grand Shrine of America for their help.

Thanks also to those who helped us co-ordinate this conference from
scratch and were patient with us as we learned.

We extend our gratitude to the Coast Salish peoples upon which this
conference is taking place, and assert and affirm their claims to their

ancestral lands.

And thanks to the gods, spirits, ancestors, dead, and all who watch and help.

Niki Whiting, P. Sufenas Virius Lupus, Rhyd Wildermuth





Many Gods, Many Peoples
Community and Hospitality Statement

hank  you  for  joining  us  at  Many
Gods West! We're really, really glad

you're here.
T
Hosting an event for people from many tra-
ditions and many cultural backgrounds is a
huge  responsibility,  and  we're  committed
to doing our best to create an open, affirm-
ing, and respectful space for everyone. This
includes making as many accommodations
as  possible  for  folks  with  accessibility  re-
quests and religious needs, as well as ensur-
ing  that  everyone  feels  honored  and  re-
spected.

Many  Peoples means  we're  many,  with
many  concerns,  desires,  and  stories  to
share. Because plurality is often rare in our
societies, there are a few requests we'd like
to make, and a few suggestions we'd like to
offer, so that this event can be as fulfilling,
inspiring,  and safe as possible.   As Hosts,
it's our delight to provide you with hospi-
tality. And since we provide this to all peo-
ple here, these are the things that essential
to our hospitality to everyone.

    In order to foster
openness,  we  need

everyone to feel safe and respected. Race,
gender, sexual preference, cultural, and so-
cial status can divide people, yet are cate-
gories  irrelevant  to  the  worship  of  gods.
We all have a responsibility to enact equal-
ity in our interactions, and an obligation to
protect those who suffer from discrimina-
tion. This means we'll be obligated to ask
attendees  to  leave  if  they  engage  in  re-
peated hateful speech.

Equality

   Consent is
essential  in

all relationships. Consent can mean many
things, but we define it as a positive affirma-
tion and invitation to communication, be that
physical, spiritual, or verbal. Practicing active
consent  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  open
ourselves to communicate with each other,
and allows us to be aware of our embodied
presence in the larger world.

Consent

Offering  touch rather  than  assuming  it's
welcome or expected allows us to exchange
ourselves  free  from expectations,  and en-



sures  we  don't  violate  other's  boundaries
accidentally. 

If at any time you feel unsafe and unable to
resolve an interpersonal situation, the vol-
unteers  and  organizers  are  here  to  help,
even if we “appear” busy.

  Many Gods, Many
Peoples  also  means

there  were will  be  just  as  many opinions,
and we cherish this! Thoughtful and spir-
ited  debate  is  essential  if  we're  to  learn
from each other.  So is  allowing others  to
feel respected as people in such conversa-
tions.

Debate

“Thoughtful  and  spirited  debate” means
holding both the ideas and beliefs in ques-
tion—as well as the people who hold them
—in a spirit of curiousity, honor, and open-
ness, as well as being aware of our own em-
bodied state as we debate. Feeling angry or
attacked or unsafe? Let your interlocutors
know you'd like some time away from the
conversation.  Unclear  of  what  someone
said?  Ask  for  clarifications.  Find  that
you've offended someone unintentionally?
Offer  apologies  first,  then  explanations
only after the offense is resolved.

Of course, threats of violence or direct ver-

bal attacks on an individual are acts of ag-
gression, and this directly harms our ability
to provide hospitality to all, so we'd be re-
quired to ask you to leave.

  Many Gods means we're
not  the  only  ones  this

conference is for. Being around people in-
fluenced by unfamiliar gods and spirits can
sometimes be very heady and disorienting,
and though we'll be doing much to hold rit-
ual  awareness for  Many  Gods  West,  we
can't do it alone.

Safety

Ritual leaders have been asked to guard the
health  of  their  participants.  This  means
that,  if  you  are  encountering  experiences
which make you feel unsafe, there will be
people on hand to  help  you ground back
into  your  body,  or  to  talk  through  emo-
tional issues such events can engender.

Spiritual  hygiene  is  an  important  part  of
keeping  safe  in  events  such  as  this.
Grounding  and  centering  for  the  self,
warding and strong boundaries for  rituals
in  private  space—all  help  greatly  in  large
events such as this. 

Having difficulties? Summoned something
you can't find any longer? Come talk to us.



Suggestions

We'd like to offer  some suggestions we've
found  useful  at  large  events  or  amongst
strangers.

ASK
Asking someone offers them the gift of self-
expression  and  self-determination,  and  al-
lows  them  to  return  that  gift.  Unsure  of
someone's  pronouns?  How  to  pronounce
their names? If they'd like to hug? Ask them.
Same  if  you  have a  need you  don't  know
how to meet. Ask, and others get the oppor-
tunity to help you. 

SELF-CARE
There's a lot of people to hear over a short
amount of time, and no matter the excite-
ment  you  feel  or  the  rush,  check  in  with
yourself  occasionally.  Are  you tired?  Hun-
gry? Thirsty? Take care of your needs, and
you'll have a lot more fun and remember a
lot more of what was said.

AFFIRM YOUR BOUNDARIES
Do  you  feel  unsafe  in  certain  situations?
Easily  intoxicated  when  tired?  Make  poor
decisions when rushed? Affirm these posi-
tively  to  others  so  they can help  maintain
them, or can know when they may be mak-
ing assumptions that  do not  serve  a  situa-
tion. 



Schedule
Friday, July 3oth

Time Event (check room placement on-site)

9:00 Registration
(main lobby)

1 pm Room check-in

1:30pm-3:00 Community Ritual

3:30-5:00 ANTHONY RELLA

Cutting Through the Fog
SEB BARNETT

Androgynous and Gender-Bending Deities

5:00-7:00 Dinner, Furious Revels

6:00-9:00 Skadi Shrine open-hours

7:00-8:00 Keynote Address: 
MORPHEUS RAVENNA

8:30-10:00 JOHN MURPHY

Travels among the Yezidis
RHYD WILDERMUTH

 What Do They Mean?



Satyrday, 1 August
Time Event Name (check room placement on-site)

8am Registration, Rise, No Obligation to Shine (PoC morning meet and greet)

9:am-
10:30am

SARENTH  
ODINSSON  

Calling to Ancestors

GORDANA KOKICH  
Slavic Folk Belief 

BRANDY  
WILLIAMS  

Women
Magicians

GWION RAVEN  
Ceridwen 

11am-
12:30pm

SILENCE MAESTAS   
The Labor of Love

HEATHEN CHINESE   
Chinese Polytheism

& Millenarian

Movements

L PHAEDRUS  

Anonymous

Spirits

SOBEKNEFERU   
Winning the War

12:30-2pm Lunch

2:00-3:30 ELENA ROSE  
Loving Our

Monsters

LANGSTON KAHN   
Occupy Your Heart 

HEIMLICH A.  

LAGUZ  
 Heathen

Cosmology

FINNCHUILL   
Becoming Placed

4-5:30 VIDUCUS BRIGANTICI FILIUS  
Kalends ritual 

CORU CATHUBODUA  
Devotional to Cathobodua

5:30-7:00 Dinner

6:oo-9:00 Skadi Shrine open

7-8.30 BAKCHEION  
Filled With Frenzy

JOHN BECKETT   
Preparing the Way of the Gods

9pm Performances at Obsidian (414 4th Avenue E)



Sunday, 2 August
Time Event name (check room placement on-site)

8am Registration

9am-
10:30

RYAN SMITH/HUAR  
State of Heathenry

SEAN DONAHUE   
Dead as Allies of Resistance

11am Room checkout

11am-
12:30

JASON MANKEY   
Wiccans are Polytheist, Too

ANOMALOUS THRACIAN   
Religions of Relation

12:30-2 Lunch

2pm-
3:30

ANAAR NIINO  
Feri and the Mighty Dead

REV. KIRK THOMAS   
Sacred Gifts

4:00pm-
5:30

RIVER DEVORA & RYNN FOX  
Reweaving The Fabric of Connection

EMBER COOKE  
Finding Freya 

5:30 CLOSING RITUAL  



PROGRAMMING GUIDE
-ANAAR NIINO-  

Feri and The Mighty Dead
 

his  is  primarily  a  lore-share  work-
shop. We will begin with an exercise

designed to vividly recall an ancestor or re-
cently crossed loved one. I will  cover Feri
lore  regarding  our  ancestors,  the  Mighty
Dead, and their  relationship  to the Gods.
Tools,  such as  shrines and spirit  jars  that
help us to connect with our ancestors will
be also discussed. This workshop will end
with  an  exercise  to  discover  our  own
legacy. What will  we leave behind on our
passing? How will we be regarded as ances-
tors?  Please  bring paper  and pen and feel
free  to  bring a  token  of  your  ancestor  to
share.

T

Anaar is  an initiate  of  the  Anderson Feri
tradition and has a Masters degree in Arts
and  Consciousness.  She  has  spent  nearly
two decades studying the relationship be-
tween Feri and its expression through the
Arts. Greatly influenced by the mad poesy
of  Victor  Anderson,  she  seeks  to  create
works of great mystery and power. Anaar is
currently  the  only  known  grandmaster  of
the tradition.

-ANOMALOUS THRACIAN-  
Religions of Relation: Place, Hospitality, and

Regional Cultus in Modern Polytheism

n examination of Relational and Re-
gional  Dynamics in Polytheist  Reli-

gion  today,  including  solitary  and
organized  community  cultus.  Heavy  em-
phasis will be placed on the importance of
established  (and  shifting,  transforming)
identity, role, and situational knowledge of
place in relation to Place. These will be ex-
pressed  and  explored  as  the  requisite  dy-
namics  of  Hospitality,  as  applied  to
religious practice, pursuit, and identity, ref-
erencing the ancient  ways but drawn for-
ward for the explicit purpose of authentic
living today and for a thousand shifting to-
morrows.

A

Anomalous Thracian, aka Theanos Thrax,
is  a  carnivorous  cave-dwelling  creature,
supplementing  a  diet  of  fresh  meat  with
ample intake of whiskey and cigars. Active
primarily during the nocturnal hours, this
particular figure serves his community as a
full-time Thracian Polytheist temple priest,
shaman, and spirit-worker. He lives with a
young African raven and two score temple



serpents. He writes at Constructing Living
Tradition and Thracian Exodus.When he
is  not  stalking  dinner,  wrestling  dragons
and  oracular  corvids,  the  Thracian  is
known to serve as director and founder of
Polytheist.com.

-ANTHONY RELLA-  
Cutting through the Fog: 

Psychological Support for Polytheists

estern mental healthcare has had a
complex  and  often  antagonistic

relationship with people for whom spiritual
experience and contact with noncorporeal
beings is a reality, leaving many polytheists
and spirit workers reluctant to discuss their
experiences with mental health profession-
als. This presentation will discuss the cur-
rent  state  of  the  field,  including
recommendations for finding qualified care
or protecting one’s self from harmful inter-
ventions. This presentation will also invite
participants  to  discuss  and  identify  what
mental health looks like for mystics, poly-
theists,  and  spirit  workers,  including
“warning signs”  of spiritual  emergency or
outright pathology.

W

Anthony Rella is a witch and therapist liv-
ing in Seattle, Washington. Professionally,
he  is  a  psychotherapist  working  full-time
for  a  community  health  agency  and  part-

time in private practice as Anthony Rella
Counseling.  He  has  worked  with  chroni-
cally  mentally  ill  adults  and  adolescents,
LGBTQ individuals, and mentally ill indi-
viduals involved in the criminal justice sys-
tem. Anthony is also a student and mentor
of Morningstar Mystery School.

-BAKCHEION-  
Filled with Frenzy (ritual)

 celebration  of  the  god  Dionysos
through  wine,  masks,  drumming,

dancing  and  altered  states  of  conscious-
ness.  Open  only  to  those  who  are  21  or
older.

A

Bakcheion ( ) is aΒακχεῖον  sacred guild hon-
oring Dionysos  Bakcheios,  the  god of  ec-
static  deliverance.  Formed  with  the  sole
intent of  hosting  a  Dionysian  ritual  at
Many Gods West  2015,  the Bakcheion in-
cludes members  from all  over  the  United
States and the polytheist  and pagan spec-
trums. Our only requirements are a sincere
desire to throw the best celebration possi-
ble for the god and that you're 21 or older.
You  can  join  here:  http://groups.yahoo.-
com/neo/groups/bakcheion/



-BRANDY WILLIAMS-  
The Woman Magician

lways the priestess, never the magi-
cian…until  now!  Western  meta-

physics  assumes  philosophers,  geniuses
and magicians are men. This presentation
explores changes in metaphysical language
and imagery to include women’s language
and  culture.  Rethinking  gender  opens
Western Traditional Magic to people who
have  formerly  been  marginalized  and  ex-
cluded.  Women  are  not  only  maiden-
mother-muse,  we  are  philosophers,  sol-
diers, scribes, solar as well as lunar, intellec-
tual as well as intuitive. We are nurturers,
but weare also leaders and teachers. Read-
ing  women  into  traditional  male  images
and actions creates a new kind of magician,
one which includes anyone who wishes to
step into the role.

A

Brandy  Williams has  been  practicing  and
teaching magic for over 30 years. Her work
spans magical orders such as Ordo Templi
Orientis and the Golden Dawn as well as
Witchcraft and Pagan reconstruction. Her
newest  book,  The  Woman  Magician,  ex-
amines and challenges the Western under-
standing of women’s bodies, energies, and
powers,  articulating  a  new  metaphysics
which  frees  and empowers  women  to  act
authentically as women and as magicians.

Her current work explores theurgy, practi-
cal  Neoplatonic  magic  connecting  human
life with the gods.

EMBER COOKE/  
FREYJA’S AETT  
Finding Freya (ritual)

reyja is the beautifil and powerful Lady
of the wise Vanir, the golden gods of

the North who fought the mighty Aesir to
a  standstill.   She  is  a  goddess  of  many
names and roles, from Queen of Vanaheim
and  Bearer  of  Brisingamen,  the  First
Chooser  of  the  Slain.   One  of  the  most
beloved goddesses in Heathen lore and his-
tory, Freyja's worship carried on well into
the Christian era.  Today, she is incredibly
popular, enticing people all over the world
into the ways of Heathenry and Norse Pa-
ganism.

F

Vanatru Gythia  Ember  Cooke will  lead a
workshop and ritual to introduce newcom-
ers  to  her  beloved  Lady,  and  help  those
who  already  know  the  Vanadis  deepen
their connections.  Join us in the frithstead
of Vanaheim for discussion, guided media-
tion,  and  communioon  with  the  golden
goddess of love and beauty, death and war-
fare,  sacred sexuality,  divine mystery, and
magic.



Freyja’s Aett is an informal community of
Freyaswomen,  mainly  based  in  the  Bay
Area.   Ember Cooke is a Seidhjallr-trained
seidhkona and trance medium.  As Gythia
of the Vanic Conspiracy, she leads classes,
meetings, and rituals.  She took ordination
vows to the Vanir  and her community in
the  summer  of  2013.   Ember  holds  a  BA
with  honors  in  Religious  Studies  from
Santa Clara University.  Follwer her blog at
EmberVoices.Wordpress.com

CORU CATHUBODUA  
Devotional for Cathubodua (Ritual)

er name means Crow of Battle. Wor-
shipped  by  the  Celts  of  ancient

Gaul, She hails  from the Morrígna family
of Celtic war Goddesses: mighty queens of
battle, prophecy and Otherworldly power.
Warriors honored the carrion birds hover-
ing over the fields of war, recognizing them
as avatars of the Goddess of battles. In the
shrieking of crows and ravens they heard
Her prophetic voice inciting them to great-
ness. Cathubodua brings the gifts of heroic
courage  and  fierce  wisdom  to  those  who
seek Her.  In  this  devotional  ritual  we in-
voke the Great Raven, in Her native Gaul-
ish  tongue,  to  honor  Her  numinous
presence with impassioned song and heart-
felt offerings.

H

Service,  sovereignty,  kinship  and warrior-
ship  are  the  values  that  guide  the  Coru
Cathubodua Priesthood, a priesthood dedi-
cated to the Morrígan. We are Pagan priests
on  the  move,  ready  to  take  action  to  ad-
vance  our  mission  to  bring  about
sovereignty  and  kinship  to  the  world
through acts of community and individual
service.  Guided  by  our  the  matron  the
Morrígan,  Celtic  Goddess  of  sovereignty,
prophecy, and battle, we welcome all who
share  this  vision  of  service  to  bringing
these values to life for all people. For infor-
mation  about  Coru  Cathubodua,  visit
corupriesthood.com.

DANICA SWANSON  
Skaði's shrine room

Skaði's  shrine  room is  a  meditative  space
designed to facilitate quiet prayer and con-
templation  of  Her  mysteries.   It  features
shrines  for  Her,  art  displays,  devotional
writings,  decorations  associated  with  Her
myths, and devotional playlists of dark am-
bient music.

Small offerings for Her (e.g., coins, stones,
art) will be welcomed.  To preserve the con-
templative atmosphere, distractions such as
conversation, smartphones, and consump-



tion of food or drink are strongly discour-
aged.

Danica Swanson is a freelance writer, devo-
tional  polytheist,  animist,  and dark Pagan
monastic.  She is best known for her influ-
ential writings on alternatives to convential
employment, and her expertise on dark am-
bient music for ritual and meditation.  Her
solo  devotional  dance  project,  Shrine  of
Skaði, is inspired by ten years of service to
Skaði  accompanied  by  “music  you  can't
dance to”--dark ambient.  As resident her-
mit  at  The Black Stone Hermitage,  a  pri-
vate Portland-based sanctuary, she lives in
a haven of solitude made possible only by a
web of thriving community relationships.

ELENA ROSE  
Loving Our Monsters

 lecture on the history of monsters as
cultural figures and what they repre-

sent,  leading into a  discussion of colonial
and  contemporary  depictions  of  various
oppressed groups of people as monsters in
order to justify violence against them. This
will  further  lead  into  a  theological/devo-
tional  perspective  on  mythical  monster-
deities  as  potential  sources  of  identifica-
tion, power, and liberation, particularly fo-
cused on Lilith  as  Mother of  Monsters.  I

A

will follow up with a discussion period and,
depending on how we arrange the time, a
workshop on finding the monsters we are
kin to and bringing them home.

Elena  Rose has  distinguished  herself  as  a
writer and educator on issues of social jus-
tice, in particular the intersections of colo-
nial history, gender diversity, and race.  A
board member at Solar Cross Temple, she
works as an interfaith organizer in numer-
ous communities and tours nationally as an
acclaimed  speaker.  Her  first  full-length
book,  focused  on  liberatory  theology  of
monsterhood and life at the edges, is forth-
coming.

 FINNCHUILL   
Becoming Placed: Imagination and Re-en-

chantment

or many polytheists reenchantment is
a core practice. A look at the history of

disenchantment,  especially  in  the  early
modern  era,  i.e.  the  Baconian  and  Carte-
sian projects,  and then a consideration of
situating reenchantment now and realizing
the potentially seismic quality of polythe-
ism  in  the  contemporary  socialscape,  for
gods and spirits do lay challenge to moder-
nity.  The  sacred  Imagination  kindles  this
work, ritual fuels the fire, both helping re-
store an ethics of reciprocity.

F



 Finnchuill  is  a  Druid  (FoDLA),  a  Celtic
Reconstructionist fili, a mystes of Antinous
(Ekklesía  Antínoou).  Finnchuill  is  on the
committee for Air N-Aithesc: A Celtic Re-
constructionist Peer Reviewed magazine, is
the  author  of  From  the  Prow  of  Myth  (a
book of devotional poetry), has published
in many devotional anthologies from Bib-
liotheca Alexandrina, and Scarlet Imprint’s
Datura  and  Mandragora,  and  blogs  at
Finnchuills Mast on wordpress. They stud-
ied history at UCLA and SFSU (BA) and
hold an MA & MFA in Writing & Con-
sciousness from New College of California.

GORDANA KOKICH  
Slavic Folk Belief and the Rebirth of Rodnovery

odnovery,  pronounced  rod-NAH-
very, is an anglicized term that com-

bines the Slavonic root-words rodnoy “na-
tive” and vera “faith”. It is the indigenous
polytheistic religion of the Slavic peoples.
The Slavic gods are very much a paradox;
at once the most allusive and most accessi-
ble  of  heathen  pantheons.  On  the  one
hand they allude us with a perilous lack of
primary source material. On the other hand
they enchant us like no other with an un-
paralleled corpus of folklore, and through
rituals  and  magics  kept  alive  by  heretical
peasants, “dual believers”, folk healers and

R

witches.  It  is  true  that  eastern  Europe
showed  up  late  to  the  Industrial  Revolu-
tion, and as a result, many of the folkways
of our ancestors are still practiced today, al-
beit  in  ever  fewer  numbers.   Where  it
might  be  rare  to  find  a  modern  Asaturar
worship a folkloric figure like Frau Holda,
in Slavic Heathenry it is not uncommon to
see a Rodnover leave an offering for Baba
Yaga in the forest  during the  dark of  the
year.  In  this  way,  the  current  reconstruc-
tion of Slavic native faith seeks to decon-
struct  and  include,  where  relevant,  those
elements  of  christianized folk  belief.  This
means  reinterpreting  and  reintegrating
folklore,  folk  ways,  magic  and  witchcraft
traditions from a decolonized perspective,
as opposed to rejecting these gifts from our
relatives and ancestors as “tainted” or with-
out cultural or spiritual value.

Gordana  Kokić is  a  writer,  performance
artist and amateur mythologist living in the
damp and demure climbs of Portland, Ore-
gon. Here she honors the old ways of her
ancestors  as  a  practitioner  of  Rod-
novery, the  indigenous  name  for  the  reli-
gion  of  Slavic  polytheism.  Gordana  is  a
Priestess  of  Veles,  known  as  a vučica,
meaning  ‘she-wolf’.  She  serves  the  God
both as a patron through traditional devo-
tional practice and as a prophetess who car-
ries the medicine of the Old Country to the



Slavic diaspora in America. Gordana is also
a vještica, skilled in the Old Slavonic arts of
herbalism, augury, and conjuration.

GWION RAVEN  
Ceridwen: A goddess for today, 

a goddess for change

he story of the Welsh witch and god-
dess, Ceridwen, speaks to us of misty

mountain sides,  unfathomably deep lakes,
of  wild  lands  and  ancient  traditions.  The
story  of  the  Welsh  witch  and  goddess,
Ceridwen  equally  speaks to  us  of  our  re-
sponsibilities in the world of today. She is a
change agent;  some might say  the change
agent for  our time. Come and experience
the  retelling  of  Ceridwen’s  charge  as  a
modern day call  to action, service and ac-
tivism. Choosing to work with Ceridwen,
or  being  chosen  by  her  (as  is  often  the
case),  is  to  accept  the  work  of  profound
change; whether personally, locally, cultur-
ally or globally. This workshop will be part
storytelling, part exploratory journey, part
discussion  and  part...Well,  we’ll  leave
something to mystery.

T

I  (Gwion  Raven)  have been  a  practicing
witch  and  ritualist  within  the  Reclaiming
Tradition since 2003. I love being in service
with this community of witches and world

changers.  The  first  step  in  changing  the
world is to engage with the world around
us.  Many of my devotional  practices stem
from this re-enchantment, this remember-
ing, and this reclaiming of ourselves as part
of  the  sensuous,  living  landscape  of  this
planet. My magical practice involves being
outspoken, showing relentless support, ex-
ploring my curiosities,  being studious,  be-
ing  ridiculous,  practicing  active  listening,
witnessing,  laughing,  crying  and  seeking
inclusion and justice for all.

HEATHEN CHINESE  
Chinese Polytheism and Millenarian Move-

ments

illenarianism, the religious belief in
a  more  harmonious  society  result-

ing  from  cataclysmic  social  upheaval,  is
usually  associated with  heretical  medieval
Christianity,  but  actually  has  a  centuries
long  history  in  polytheist  China  as  well.
This presentation will provide an overview
of various Chinese millenarian movements
ranging from the disruptive mass worship
of the Queen Mother of the West in 3 BCE
to  the  anti-foreign  and  anti-Christian
Boxer Rebellion of 1900 CE. Given the tu-
multuous times we live in, polytheists of all
traditions may be interested in examining
the  forms  that  millenarian  eschatologies

M



and  movements  for  social  change  have
taken in the past.

Heathen Chinese is the son of Chinese im-
migrants. He lives in the San Francisco Bay
Area in California. He venerates his ances-
tors and worships (among others) the war-
rior god Guan Di, who has had a presence
in California since the mid-1800s. He writes
sporadically  at  http://heathenchinese.-
wordpress.com.

HEIMLICH A. LAGUZ  
Dreaming, Death, and Memory: Sketches for a

Heathen Cosmology

reaming,  Death,  and  Memory”  at-
tempts  to  gather  up  the  tangled

threads of Heathen myth and custom and
draw  them  into  an  oneiric,  necromantic,
and  mnemonic  weave.  Scouring  elements
from  a  wide  range  of  Heathen  sources  –
myths,  sagas,  archaeology,  folk  tales,  and
linguistics  –  the  presentation  attempts  to
demonstrate a cohesive framework for ap-
proaching  Heathenry’s  jumbled  and  di-
verse  elements.  In  doing  so,  the  paper
opens  and explores  deep  questions  about
the existential  and ethical  implications of
Heathen  theology,  attempting  to  share
some  creative  insights  about  the  funda-
mental roles of dreaming, death, and mem-
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ory in the human psyche. It goes on to con-
sider  how we might deepen our everyday
lived  experience  through  immersing  our-
selves in Heathen myth.

Henry  Lauer  is  an  Australian-born  trans-
plant  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,  and  have
followed a Heathen path – with particular
focus on runes, seidh, and the god Odin –
for some 15 years. My educational and pro-
fessional interests include philosophy, psy-
chology,  counseling,  and  social  work;  I
bring  a  depth  psychological,  phenomeno-
logical,  and existential  lens to my reading
of Germanic myth. My writing on matters
Heathen  have  been  published  in  various
print and online publications. A musician,
I  perform  folk  music  as  Weather  Veins,
and have also worked in the worlds of pro-
gressive and extreme metal with Australian
bands Ironwood and Greed & Rapacity.

JASON MANKEY  
Wiccans are Polytheists Too

 (At least some of us)

hy do so many people believe that
Wiccans  aren't  or  can't  be  poly-

theists? For many Wiccans polytheism is an
essential part of their belief system, and in
some traditions it's  a  foundational  princi-
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ple.  This lecture explores the relationship
between  polytheism  and  Modern  Wicca,
and why so many people find Wicca hard
to place in the stable of polytheistic tradi-
tions.  

Jason Mankey has been involved with Pa-
ganism for  the  last  twenty  years,  and has
spent  the  last  ten  of  those  years  as  a
speaker, writer, and High Priest.    Jason is
currently the editor of Patheos Pagan and
his first book for Llewellyn ("The Witches
Athame")  will  be  released  in  early  2016. 
When not reading and researching Pagan
history he likes to crank up the Led Zep-
pelin, do rituals in honor of Jim Morrison
(of The Doors), and sing numerous praises
to  Pan,  Dionysus,  and  Aphrodite.  He's  a
Garderian  initiate  and  lives  in  Sunnyvale
CA  with  his  wife  Ari  and  two  hyper-ki-
netic cats.

JOHN BECKETT     
Preparing the Way of the Gods

s Paganism and polytheism continue
to grow, many of us feel the need for

infrastructure  and  institutions.  We  want
temples,  groves  of  oaks,  paid  clergy,  and
many of the things we see in the “big reli-
gions.”  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  us
want  nothing  to  do  with  anything  that
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even resembles mainstream religion.
How do we make sure what we build serves
our needs and the needs of those who come
after  us?  How do we prepare the Way of
the Gods?

John  Beckett grew  up  in  Tennessee  with
the  woods  right  outside  his  back  door. 
Wandering through them gave him a sense
of  connection  to  Nature  and to  a  certain
Forest God.

John  is  a  Druid  in  the  Order  of  Bards,
Ovates and Druids, the Coordinating Offi-
cer of the Denton Covenant of Unitarian
Universalist Pagans and a former Vice Pres-
ident  of  CUUPS  Continental.  His  blog
“Under  the  Ancient  Oaks”  is  part  of  the
Pagan  Channel  of  the  multifaith  website
Patheos.  John has been writing, speaking,
teaching, and leading public rituals for the
past twelve years.

John lives in the Dallas – Fort Worth area
and earns his keep as an engineer.



JOHN MURPHY  
Travels Amongst the Yezidi of Kurdistan: Soft
Power and the Inescapable Distortion of Per-

ception

n exploration of John's recent expe-
riences  of  working  and  living  with

the Yezidi of Central  Kurdistan where he
will share the differences ascertained in the
internal (Yezidi) and external (non-Yezidi)
view of their cosmogonical and cosmologi-
cal reality.   Amidst the catastrophe of our
dominant  global  position  the  first  world,
not unlike the Khanate, the west has devel-
oped a discrete fascination with the preser-
vation, experience and or recovery of lost
cultures  and  endangered  world
views. However,  in  the  presence  of  soft
power and the cultural disparities there is
an inherent array of barriers that block ac-
curate  transmission  of  minority  beliefs.
Contrasting  his  experience  with  internal
and external  experiences with  the  Yezidi,
John will show the disparity of understand-
ing that can arise at  every level  when en-
countering an oppressed minority faith.

A

John Murphy is  the  Founder  and Artistic
Director of the Cabiri, an acrobatic theatre
company based in Seattle that seeks to pre-
serve  the  mythologies  of  extinct  cultures
through  "performative  mythology.” John

holds a small collection of science degrees
and a degree in Humanities of Faith from
Western  Washington  University  and  the
University  of  Washington.  He  has  trav-
elled globally to work with different indige-
nous cultures. Most recently, John travelled
to Kurdistan to work with the Yezidi as a
solo aid worker and advocate. 

REV. KIRK THOMAS  
Sacred Gifts

 
nlike the Abrahamic faiths,  ancient
Indo-European  religion  was  based

on reciprocity –do ut des, I give so that you
may  give.  This  presentation  will  examine
the concept of reciprocity as well as the evi-
dence for reciprocal relationships between
the Gods and the  people in ancient  writ-
ings from Ireland to India and many places
in between. We will also explore how these
ancient  practices  may  apply  to  us  in  the
modern day as we re-imagine and recreate
our Paganisms today.

U

Kirk Thomas is currently the Archdruid of
Ar  nDraiocht  Fein:  A  Druid  Fellowship
(ADF)  and  an  ordained  Senior  Priest  in
that religion. He holds a Masters degree in
Celtic  Studies  from  the  University  of
Wales – Trinity St. David as well as a Bach-
elors  of Fine  Arts  degree  in Theatre  Arts
from the University of New Mexico and a



Certificate  from  the  Webber-Douglas
Academy of Dramatic Arts in London, UK.

L PHAEDRUS  
Anonymous Spirits: On Approaching the Di-

vine without Names or Knowledge

hat  do  you  do  when  you  don't
know  Who  is  knocking  on  your

door?
W
Sometimes we can't discern Who it is, and
sometimes They intentionally stay anony-
mous. Maybe you don't have a good con-
nection, maybe you don't have access to a
good diviner, maybe you aren't asking the
right questions, and maybe They just aren't
telling.  This  workshop  will  examine  first
whether  one  should  build  a  relationship
with unknown Gods and Spirits,  and sec-
ondly how to go about it without offending
Them or furthering cultural appropriation.
There are advantages to not knowing, but
compensating for the disadvantages takes a
lot of work. First, we will look at how much
knowing  matters.  Then,  we  will  discuss
tools  for  building  trust  without  back-
ground, and a practice without any lore. 

L.  Phaedrus is  a  trans,  genderfluid,  queer
polytheist presently living in Rhode Island.
When  not  engaging  with  the  Divine,  his
days are spent working at a research library.

He  can  be  reached  at  seekerphaedrus.g-
mail.com.

LANGSTON KAHN  
Occupy Your Heart: Re-enchantment and

Manifestation

“The human heart  is  the  most  valuable  com-
modity on the black market of the spirit world.
There is no greater tool for manifestation.” 

– Christina Pratt
 

s  we  work  to  re-story,  re-enchant
and re-claim our world from the dev-

astations of colonialism and the lie of sepa-
ration, all too often we forget to decolonize
and  reclaim  the  power  of  our  own  wild
hearts.  In  this  workshop,  we  will  discuss
the vital role the heart plays in indigenous
traditions  and  our  lives  as  contemporary
polytheists. We will delve into the unique
powers, shadows and addictions of each of
the  4  chambers  of  the  heart,  what  each
chamber  might  look  and  feel  like  when
healthy  and  explore  first  steps  for  begin-
ning the journey of bringing each chamber
fully  back  online.  Finally  we  will  discuss
the  idea  of  the  soul’s  purpose,  how  our
hearts  are  uniquely  suited  to  re-align  us
with this energy and using it as a compass
to discern when and how to negotiate with
our Gods, Ancestors and other Holy Pow-
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ers as we bring our gifts out into the world.

Langston  Kahn is  a  brown  queer  spirit-
worker  specializing  in  emotional  healing.
He stands firmly at the crossroads, his prac-
tice informed by Inner Relationship Focus-
ing,  African  American  Folk  Magic  and
Devotional  Polytheism  with  a  foundation
in the  contemporary  shamanic cosmology
of the  Last Mask Community and the guid-
ance of his helping spirits and ancestors.

He joyfully endeavors to bring spirituality
out  of  the  dark  dusty  recesses  of  esoteri-
cism and into our daily existence, where it
can aid us in re-aligning with the ecstatic
energy of our soul’s purpose and opening
our hearts to create real lasting change in
ourselves and in the world.
 He  can  be  contacted  at  his  website:
http://shamanbomb.com/.

MORPHEUS RAVENNA  
Keynote Address

Morpheus  Ravenna  is  a  spiritual  worker,
artist, and writer, residing in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area.  An initiate of the Anderson
Feri Tradition of witchcraft, she has stud-
ied  and  practiced  devotional  polytheism
and the magical arts for about twenty years.
Her primary spiritual practice is her devo-
tion and dedication to the Morrígan, with
the framework of Celtic heroic spirituality.

She  co-founded  the  Coru  Cathubodua
Priesthood, and she is the author of a new
book  on  the  Morrígan,  The  Book  of  the
Great Queen, and the Shieldmaiden Blog.
Morpheus  makers  her  living  as  a  tattoo
artist  and  she  also  practices  medieval  ar-
mored combat in the Society for Creative
Anachronism.   Morpheus  can  be  reached
through her website at www.bansheearts.-
com.

OWEN COOK/VIDUCUS  
BRIGANTICI FILIUS  

Kalends of August Ritual for Rome and Au-
gustus (ritual)

he first of August is a day laden with
ritual significance. The Gaulish peo-

ples in ancient times would send represen-
tatives  to worship together at  the altar  of
Rome and Augustus in Condate (modern
Lyon),  ask each other “What did the Ro-
mans ever do for us?”, and elect a religious
leader for  the year.  In commemoration of
that practice, this ritual aims to honor the
goddess Rome and the divine Augustus, to
elect  and  inaugurate  an  ersatz  ‘priest’  of
Rome and Augustus for the year to come,
and to discuss issues of interest to the com-
munity.  We  will  also  honor  the  divine
Claudius, who was born on the very same
day and in the same city that the altar  of

T



Rome  and  Augustus  was  inaugurated,  as
well  as  the  divine  Pertinax,  who  likewise
has his  dies  natalis on the Kalends of Au-
gust.

Owen, sometimes known as Viducus Brig-
antici filius, has been a Gallo-Roman poly-
theist  for  donkey’s  years.  A  solitary
devotee  of  Mercury,  he  runs  the  website
www.deomercurio.be, occasionally blogs at
deomercurio.wordpress.com,  and  can
sometimes  be  seen  hanging  around  awk-
wardly at PantheaCon. He chiefly worships
the gods worshipped by the Treveri (Lux-
embourg/southwestern  Germany/south-
eastern  Belgium),  including  Rosmerta,
Lenus  Mars,  Epona,  Ðirona,  and  others.
Having  lived in  three  different  countries,
he’s now based in the Chicago area, where
he  spends  an  inordinate  amount  of  time
poring  over  ancient  inscriptions,  geeking
out  in  his  university  library,  solving  the
world’s problems over a glass of mead, etc.

RHYD WILDERMUTH  
What Do They Mean? Gods, Authority, and

the Creation of Meaning

fter massive acts of destruction or vi-
olence,  politicians,  priests,  and me-

dia  outlets  rush  to  give  'insight'  into  the
meaning of the event. After the murder of
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8  Black  church-goers  in  South  Carolina,
for  instance,  Fox  news  rushed  to  declare
the event an 'attack on Christianity,'  rather
than a racially-motivated act.

The  control  of  meaning  has  always  been
important  to  the  powerful;  high  priests,
kings, and tyrants have always claimed the
right  to  speak  authoritatively  about  the
meaning of portents and their  right-to-rule,
while  against  them  have  always  been  the
heretic, the revolutionary, and the witch.
Understanding that the  meaning  of a thing
is socially-constructed is essential to under-
standing the role power plays in religion--
particularly  in  non-hierarchical  polytheist
worship--if we hope to combat that co-op-
tion  and commodification  of  belief.  Who
speaks  for  the  gods  is  just  as  essential  as
who speaks for  ourselves,  and who deter-
mines  the  meaning  of  the  gods shapes  the
meaning of our lives. 

Rhyd Wildermuth is a bard, a writer, a so-
cial-worker, and an anarchist. He's also the
managing editor of Gods&Radicals—A Site
of Beautiful Resistance; a columnist for  The
Wild Hunt, and occasional  contributor to
several other Pagan sites.  He leads poetic
crusades  against  Capital  and  towards
dreams  at  PAGANARCH.COM,  is  writing  a
book  on  gods  and  capitalism  called  The
Spectre & The Whore,  prefers forests with



his tea, and is devoted to Brân, Ceridwen,
Arianrhod, Dionysos & Brighid. He's also
a co-organizer of Many Gods West.

RIVER DEVORA  
Furious revels (ritual)

n  communities  throughout  Europe,
stretching  back  as  far  as  2500  years  or

more, folks have gathered during the dark
season, donned grotesque masks and bes-
tial costumes, and wildly cavorted through
their towns to drive out evil spirits and the
doldrums of winter. Let’s prepare the hotel
for Many Gods West properly with a good,
thorough and time-tested European cleans-
ing  tradition.  Bring  your  furs,  antlers,
horns,  masks,  grotesque costumes,  rattles,
drums, bells, and brooms. Join the Furious
Revels for a wild cavort, and let’s spiritually
cleanse the hotel the old fashioned way!

I

River Devora is a multi-trad spirit worker,
medium,  and  clergyperson.  She  has  been
actively  involved in  pagan  and  polytheist
communities  since  1994,  and  has  led  nu-
merous  classes  and  rituals.  In  2013,  she
founded South Bay Heathen Shenanigans
in the CA Bay Area, a ritual and learning
group for folks interested in pre-Christian
Northern Europe. She initiated as  a com-
munity priestess with Waxing Muse Coven

in 1996, initiated to Ochun in 2011,  and is
oathed to Odin, Freyr, Loki, Juksakka, the
Morrigan and the Matronae. She lives with
her living and non-living family in a quiet
home with a bossy garden.

RIVER DEVORA & RYNN FOX  
Reweaving the Fabric of Connection

hey  are  Goddesses  of  motherhood,
war,  sovereignty,  victory,  luck,  fate,

ecstasy,  oaths,  fertility,  prophesy,  land,
tribe and waters, and to call upon them was
to call upon the collective strength of thou-
sands. They are The Matronae, a collective
of  European  goddesses  who  were  wor-
shipped in the  Roman  style  for  500 years
throughout the Roman Empire. Join us as
we  call  upon  the  old  collective  in  a  new
way, petitioning them to help us reweave
the  frayed  threads  of  living  community,
land  and  ancestors.  We  will  receive
prophecy  and  blessings  as  we  dance  and
sing  our  way  into  healing  and  reconnec-
tion.
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The Hearth of the Blessed Web is dedicated
to  reviving  and  revitalizing  the  ancient
Cult of the Matronae. The Matronae are a
collective of European goddesses who were
worshipped  syncretically  in  the  Roman
Empire for  500 years,  leaving behind over
1,100 carved and inscribed altars  scattered



across Europe. The two lead priests for this
ritual are River Devora and Rynn Fox.

RYAN SMITH&HUAR  
State of Heathenry (Panel)

n modern polytheism, Heathenry is a dy-
namic  &  complex  group  of  practices. 

Like most there are myths, misconceptions,
and  great  challenges  facing  modern  Hea-
thenry.  In spite of this there is great poten-
tial in this community for a better future. 
Join our panel of Heathen organizers for an
honest  discussion  of  the  state  of  Hea-
thenry, the problems we face as a commu-
nity, and what can & is being done to solve
them.

I

Heathens United Against Racism is a group
of & for Heathens who stand for inclusive
Heathenry for all regardless of race, gender,
sexuality,  or  national  origin.  We  are  op-
posed to racism & bigotry in our commu-
nity & society.

SARENTH ODINSSON  
Calling to the Ancestors

ow do we call to our Ancestors? Are
our Ancestors just flesh and blood,

or can They be  those  who brought us  to
our path? Why would we call Them? This

H

workshop  explores  these  questions,  and
many  basics  of  Ancestor  work,  including
who They may be, ways to call  on Them,
and how we can involve Them in our daily
lives.
Bring your questions about Ancestor work.
Bring  comments  and  experience  about
your  own  work  with  the  Ancestors,  and
bring items related to, or from your Ances-
tors.  Please  bring  drums  or  other  instru-
ments if you are so inclined, as there will be
an Ancestor ritual at the end of the lecture.

Sarenth Odinsson is a Northern Tradition
shaman,  priest  of  Odin  and  Anubis.  He
serves as the co-priest of Crossroads Taber-
nacle  Church.  Sarenth  compiled  and
edited the devotional anthology Calling to
Our Ancestors, and has contributed to sev-
eral  devotional  books by Sanngetall  Press
and Bibliotheca Alexandria.   He has writ-
ten for RendingtheVeil.com, and Witches
&  Pagans  magazines.  He  holds  a  B.S.  in
Psychology from Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity and his passions include writing, teach-
ing, religion, and sustainable living. He can
be contacted at Sarenth@gmail.com, or his
blog at Sarenth.wordpress.com.



SEAN DONAHUE  
The Rattling at the Gates: 

The Dead as Allies in Resistance

he onslaught of civilization left  dev-
astation in its wake.  Much that is es-

sential to the wholeness of the world was
driven out of it.   But many are now hearing
a rattling at the gates of death, as human,
plant, and animal ancestors are waking and
stirring.   This lecture will explore the role
of the dead, and of the Feri death gods, in
the renewal of once and future worlds.

T

Sean is a traditional herbalist and witch liv-
ing on unceded W̱ SÁNEĆ territory on the
southern  tip  of  Vancouver  Island.  He
teaches  phytochemistry,  mental  health
therapeutics,  and  herbal  energetics  in  the
School of Western Herbal Medicine at Pa-
cific  Rim  College,  and  is  a  Priest  and  a
keeper  of  the  Green  Wand in  the  Black-
Heart Line of the Anderson Feri Tradition
of Witchcraft.  For Sean, magic,  medicine,
and  poetry  are  all  expressions  of  a  deep
connection  to  the  living  Earth,  and  per-
sonal,  cultural,  and  ecological  healing  are
inextricably linked.

SEB BARNETT  
Androgynous and Gender-Bending Deities

n pantheons all over the world in many
cultures there are deities who don’t con-

form to the usual binary genders. Many of
these deities have been changed over time
to  conform  to  the  traditional  gender  bi-
nary, male or female, and often times their
androgynous  roots  have  been  forgotten.
However, when we look back through their
history and myths, we can rediscover their
original  gender  queer  personalities,  and
find their special powers based on the other
genders they once occupied. Through this
we can better understand the power of non
binary genders, and also the strength in bi-
nary genders.
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To finish it off we will do a Gender Bend-
ing  Ritual,  open  to  all  genders!  Male,  fe-
male,  transgender,  and  other  genders
welcome! This ritual is about acknowledg-
ing the gender dialog that we pick up ev-
erywhere,  taking  our  gender  identity  into
our  own  hands  and  making  gender  our
own.  No  one  will  be  asked  to  denounce
their  gender,  and all  genders will  be hon-
ored as personal expressions of who we are.

Seb is  a  modern  shaman  with  a  practice
based in ancient shamanic techniques. Seb
began training in 2003 and has been study-



ing  and  practicing  shamanism  ever  since.
Trained mostly by the spirits themselves, in
classes and workshops Seb offers an open
ended look at shamanism, the spirit world,
spirits,  and deities.  Through energetic  lis-
tening  and  communication  Seb  has  been
teaching since 2006, and continues to teach
and speak around the Pacific Northwest.

SILENCE MAESTAS  
The Labor of Love--(Re)Valuating the Purpose

of Devotional Practice

he  organic  (re)emergence  of  devo-
tion-oriented  practices  within  poly-

theistic  traditions  has  posed  several  hard
questions – What is the purpose of devo-
tional practice? What good does it do? How
does  it  contribute  to  the  greater  commu-
nity? What does it suggest about the nature
of the High Ones and about the nature of
human devotees?
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By looking at personal, interpersonal, com-
munity, and cosmic spheres of interaction
we can begin to identify the outcomes that
emerge  from  contemporary  devotional
practices. Examining the reasons for valu-
ating  devotional  practice,  confronting  as-
sumptions,  and  identifying  expectations
about this path are three ways to uncover
some  of  the  hidden  richness  inherent  to
this work.

Silence Maestas is an author and educator
based in Salt Lake City, Utah. A polytheist
pagan  with  a  background  in  witchcraft,
modern  Heathenry,  and  bhakti  yoga,  Si-
lence  has  maintained  a  devotion-oriented
practice for nearly twenty years.

SOBEKNEFERU  
Winning the War: Worshiping Deities Whose
Mythology Was Written by Their Antagonists

ecorded mythology is a huge part of
how we learn to relate to our deities

in  the  modern  era,  but  what  do  you  do
when  the  story  of  your  God  or  Goddess
was written by people with an antagonistic
agenda toward Them? Join  me as  I  intro-
duce diverse deities from Tiamat to Lucifer,
discuss  the  cultural  and  historical  biases
that may have led to Their mythologies be-
ing written in a disparaging fashion, and of-
fer alternative mythological interpretations
and approaches to worship. We may have
lost the battle in ancient times, but we can
win the war today!

R

Sobekneferu is  a  Left-Hand  Path
Devotional  Polytheist  from  Seattle,  WA.
She is a member of the international occult
group Dragon Rouge, a student of Ander-
son Faery, and a participant in the Ascend-
ing Flame Project.  She writes,  dives,  races
cars,  travels,  and  plays  tabletop  strategy
games at every opportunity.



A Local's Guide to Olympia
(By Niki Whiting)

ello! Below you'll find a list of places 
within walking distance of the Governor 

Hotel. It is by no means exhaustive.  
H
If places have been left off it's because I either 
don't like it or otherwise object, or I just don't 
know anything about it. That does not mean, 
however, that all the places listed get an 
absolute pass. But they are more likely to be 
liked by me or I've heard good stuff about them. 

I've tried to include something for everyone. 
Your mileage may vary!

FOOD  
Bread Peddler, 222 Capitol Way N; French 
bakery and bistro
Darby's Cafe, 211 5th Ave SE; solid diner with 
something for everyone, including drinks; wait 
staff that don't give a fuck; expect a wait for 
brunch times
La Gitana Pizzeria, 518 Capitol Way S; stone 
fired pizzas
Le Voyeur Cafe and Lounge, 404 4th Ave E; 
open 11am-2am seven days a week
Lemongrass, 212 4th Ave W; Thai food
Little Da Nang, 301 4th Ave W; Vietnamese 
food
Nammy's, Capitol Way; Vietnamese food, 
especially bahn mi; great value
Narai Thai, 320 4th Ave E; Thai food
New Moon Cafe, 113 4th Ave W; breakfast and 
lunch; worker co-operative!
Old School Pizzeria, 108 Franklin St NE; 
pizza
King Solomon's Reef, 212 4th Ave E; diner and 
lounge

Spar, 114 4th Ave E; restaurant and bar, part of 
the PNW McMennamin's empire
The Sweet Niche, 412 Franklin St SE; a bakery
that specializes in vegan and gluten free items
Three Magnets Brewing Co., 600 Franklin St 
SE #105; a brew pub, restaurant and bar; they 
make almost everything from scratch; can be 
loud; same owners as Darby's, but different feel 
entirely
Traditions Cafe (and World Folk Art), 300 5th 
Ave SW; this place specializes in fair trade, 
organic, etc stuff; light food, coffee and teas
5th Avenue Sandwich, 117 5th Ave E; standard 
sandwich shop; closed Sundays

BARS/COFFEE  
Bar Francis, 110 Franklin NE; tiny, austere 
espresso shop; nothing but espresso and coffee
Batdorf & Bronson, 516 S. Capitol Way; local 
“Starbucks”; locally roasted; putting this list 
together I learned they have shops in Georgia, 
as well!
The Brotherhood Lounge, 119 Capitol Way N;
open 4pm – 2am; AKA the Broho; has huge 
mural of Shiva on the back patio wall
Burial Grounds Coffee, 406 Washington St 
SE; nifty little coffee shop, no a/c; will put 
skulls on yer latte!
Caffe Vita, 124 4th Ave E; Seattle coffee house
Obsidian, 414 4th Ave E; coffee and tea house 
and all ages til 9pm, bar after 4pm, music venue 
hosting our music night; light food (think kale,
rice, savory waffles)
*Olympia Coffee Roasters, 108 Cherry St NE; 
local roaster and coffee house
4th Ave Tavern, 210 E 4th Ave; bar, pool tables, 
diner-ish food



HIGH END-ISH  
Aqua Via, 500 Capitol Way S; wines and 
Italian-ish food; at the time of this writing, it is 
closed for remodel and re-menu-ing, to be open 
in time for MGW
Basilico Ristorante Italiano, 507 Capitol Way 
S; the owner of this restaurant has celiac so 
there is an entirely separate kitchen and menu 
for gluten free pastas and other things!
Dillinger's Cocktails and Kitchen, 404 South 
Washington; speak easy style, one of the few 
places in town where people actually dress up
Dockside Bistro, 501 Columbia St N; PNW 
fusion with European and South East Asian 
twists (Vietnamese-American owner-chef ); 
along the docks
The Mark, 407 Columbia St SW; strictly 
organic, locally sourced rustic Italian food, with
bar
Mercato Ristorante, 111 Market St NE; Italian 
food, across from the Farmers Market
Swing Wine Bar and Cafe, 825 Columbia St 
NW; small plates and larger meals, wines and 
cocktails; looks out over the lake with 
views of the Olympic Mountains
Waterstreet Cafe and Bar, 610 Water St; same 
owners as Aqua Via, but swankier

PAGAN SPACES  
Druid's Knook, 528 Capitol Way N
Earth Magic, 403 Columbia St SW
Radiance Herbs & Massage, 115 5th Ave SE; all 
kinds of herbs, candles, incenses, natural beauty 
products, magazines and books, and other 
things, plus massage; owner helped sponsor 
MGW!

LOCAL PLACES OF INTEREST  
Browsers Books, 107 Capitol Way N; primarily 
used books
Danger Room Comics, 201 4th Ave W; tell 
Frank and Casey that Niki sent you!
Last Word Books and Press, 111 Cherry St NE;
all kinds of books, new and used; specialize in 
radical ideas and press
Olympia Farmers' Market, 700 N Capitol 
Way; walk all the way to the end of Capitol Way
and BAM, farmers' market with fruit and veg, 
alchemical and terroir based herbals, kraut, and 
crafts
Olympia Public Library, 313 8th Ave SE
Orca Books, 509 4th Ave E; mostly new with 
used books
Percival Landing, Columbia St; a playground 
and green space along the harbor
Rainy Day Records, 301 5th Ave SE; an honest 
to goodness record store

MARKETS  
Adam Market, 324 4th Ave E; convenience store
with a selection of Middle Eastern foods; no 
one's sure if it's Adam/Adams/Adam's Market
Little General Food Shop, 313 5th Ave SE; 
swanky and fun little market store
*Capitol Lake Grocery, 511 Capitol Way S; 
sketchy little convenience store 
Bayview Thriftway, 516 4th Ave W; Washington
local, full scale grocery store and deli; most 
expensive grocery store in town, included 
because if you need a full scale grocery store this
is the only one in walking distance; owners have 
conservative politics, sued the state to get 
exemptions from dispensing Plan-B.


